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— FOOD TRAVEL LIVING IN NC HISTORY STORE

Made in NC: Built to Serve

In a knife maker’s workshop in Brunswick County, decking from the retired USS
North Carolina is enlisted into a new kind of service: as a chef’s right-hand tool.

It started innocently enough: Nicholas “Nice” Nichols
wanted to make an iron gate. The Brunswick County
native had long been interested in architectural salvage,
and he was intrigued by the notion of hammering out his
own version of historic gates. “But I soon realized that |
didn’t have any blacksmithing tools — or know the first
thing about blacksmithing,” he says with a laugh. “That
led me to collecting old tools, and then to selling
blacksmithing tools as a side hobby.”

And just like the storyline of the beloved children’s book
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie, one heavy-metal thing led
to another. At his grandmother’s funeral in Columbus
County in 2010, Nichols learned that his
great-great-grandfather had been a blacksmith. “And
that was it,” he says with a firm nod. “That’s when |
knew I had to chase this. It seemed like destiny.”

That destiny has led Nichols to astonishing success as a
knife maker. Today, in a garage on an unassuming
residential street in Leland, Nichols crafts fine culinary
and outdoor knives that have garnered the attention of
collectors, landed him on an episode of the History
channel’s television series Forged in Fire, and earned a
top spot in Our State’s 2020 Made in NC Awards.
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